
Junior Parent & 
ACT Information 
Night

January 29, 2025



Our Presenters

Mr. Hollabaugh, Principal Mrs. Smalley, Assistant PrincipalMrs. Luque, Lead Counselor





Tuesday, April 1st 
(7:20am-12:35pm) 
ACT for Grade 11

Aspire for Grade 9, Part I

Grades 10 and 12 Asynchronous 
Virtual Learning

Wednesday, April 2nd 
(7:20-10:45am)
AZ Science Test for Grade 11

Aspire for Grade 9, Part II

Grades 10 and 12 Asynchronous 
Virtual Learning



Mr. Hollabaugh’s
Goals for This Evening

What is the 
ACT?

Why does it 
matter?

To You, Your 
Family, Your 

Future
To Centennial

How can I 
prepare to do 

well?

Which 
resources 

exist?

Confidence 
on April 1st



What is the ACT?

•National standardized test 
required by most colleges and 
universities

•Usually taken in the spring of 
Junior Year

•Comprised of five subtests: 
English, Math, Reading, 
Science and Writing

•Assesses your potential to 
succeed in a college setting. 













Two Keys for College Admission and 
Scholarships:

Junior Year





Arizona University Admission Requirements

• Top 25% in your high school graduating class
OR

• 3.0 GPA in competency courses
OR

• ACT score of 22 or higher (24 for nonresidents)

OR
• SAT score of 1120 or higher (1180 for nonresidents)

To be admitted, you will need ONE of the following:



Why is the 
ACT 
Important?

• POSSIBLY Test out of College Courses! 

• Many universities use the ACT 
scores to determine which classes 
students should be placed in.  

TEST OUT

A High ACT score can help offset a 
lower GPA.

A lower GPA can be problematic when 
applying for different programs and 
scholarships.  The sliding scale will 
help with this process. 

OVERCOME A LOW G.P.A.



While College-
Going Rates are 
Declining…

Historically, 
Coyotes Attend 
College

• 54% of Coyotes 
graduating in the Class 
of 2024 enrolled in 
college right after high 
school.

• Many others start 
college later. As of last 
year, 72% of the Class of 
2018 had gone to 
college.

• College degrees can 
have significant impacts 
on a number of life 
outcomes, including 
earnings:



April 2024



Source: Georgetown University Center on Education and 
the Workforce analysis of the US Census Bureau, 
American Community Survey (ACS), 2009–2019.
Note: The figure is based on data for 25- to 64-year-olds 
working full-time, full-year.



It’s a FACT 
that…

• Many universities require 
that you demonstrate certain 
ACT or SAT scores in order to 
gain admission

• Our district offers the $90.00 
ACT for free, thanks to a state 
grant.

• The ACT will be 
administered at Centennial 
on the morning of Tuesday, 
April 1st, 2025

• It’s a challenging 3 hour, 30 
minute test

• “Students benefit from 
taking at least one full-
length, timed practice ACT 
test so they become 
familiar with the content 
and pacing of the exam.”



The Most 
Important 
Test We Take 
at CeHS

•Measures both knowledge gained in 
high school and potential to succeed 
in a college setting. The higher the 
score, the more likely a student will 
excel in college.

•There are more college opportunities 
(money and college admission) 
attached to ACT than any other 
assessment.

•Relatively small improvements in ACT 
can result in significant monetary 
gains.





Four 
Tests:

English Math Reading Science Writing

Time Limit 45 Minutes 60 Minutes 35 Minutes 35 Minutes 40 Minutes

Questions 75 Questions 60 Questions 40 Questions 40 Questions 1 Prompt

College 
Ready 
Percentage

55% or 
Higher

54% or 
Higher

60% or 
Higher

60% or 
Higher

50% or 
Higher

College 
Ready
Correct 
Answers

41 or More
Correct 
Answers

32 or More
Correct 
Answers

24 or More
Correct 
Answers

24 or More
Correct 
Answers

6 or 7 out of 
12 possible 
points

College 
Ready Scale 
Score

18 / 36 22 / 36 22 / 36 23 / 36 6 or 7 out of 
12 possible 
points





Four 
Tests:

English Math Reading Science

Scale Score: 18 22 22 23

SUM OF ALL SCALE SCORES

85 Total Points

DIVIDE TOTAL POINTS BY FOUR TESTS

85 / 4 = 21.25 Composite

Determining Your Overall ACT Score



After School Prep: 
February 17th – March 
27th (2:30 – 3:30 PM)

Mondays: Reading & English

• Room 504 with Mr. Gibbs

Tuesdays: Writing

• Room 504 with Mr. Gibbs

Thursdays: Math

• Room 205 with Mr. Lebeau

Fridays: Science

• Room 200 with Mrs. Glick



Full-Length Practice Test



JUNIORS: 
Full-Length 

Practice Test: 
Saturday, 
February 

22nd 

9:00 AM – 
12:30 PM

Centennial 
Cafeteria



JUNIORS:
Full-Length Practice 
Test: Saturday, 
February 22nd 

• Bring your charged computer.

• Bring your ACT Study Guide and 
two pencils

• Complete the entire test, like you 
will on April 1st.  

• We will grade your practice test 
together

• Understand your strengths and the 
areas that you need to improve

• Spend the remaining month 
preparing for April 1st!



Sign Up to Join Us for the Practice Test

www.tinyurl.com/
CoyotesACT 

http://www.tinyurl.com/CoyotesACT
http://www.tinyurl.com/CoyotesACT


Two Keys for College Admission and Scholarships:

Junior Year



WE HONOR EACH OTHER



WE HONOR 
EACH OTHER BY 
DOING OUR 
BEST

• Yourself and your family 

• Your teachers and their hard work preparing 
you for the last twelve years.

• Your school and your graduating class.



Each of Us Can Achieve and Contribute Excellence to Centennial



How Does Your and Your Class’s Performance
Affect our School’s Letter Grade?



Many Ways for You to Achieve
(and Contribute to Centennial’s Achievement)

The ACT (50%)
• Your Growth from Aspire to ACT

• Your Proficiency on the ACT

Everything Else (50%)
• Our Graduation Rate (10%)

• Our English Learners Proficiency (10%)

• Your College and Career Readiness (20%)
• CTE Industry Credentials

• CTE Masters of Subject Area

• Advanced Placement Tests Passed

• Art Seals

• Seals of Biliteracy



This Week, All Juniors Received:



Sophomores



SOPHOMORES: 
Saturday, 
February 22nd 

9:00 AM – 12:30 PM

Centennial



SOPHOMORES:
Saturday, 
February 22nd 

• Bring your charged computer.

• Bring sharpened pencils and a calculator.

• Complete the test

• Wait four weeks

• Understand your strengths and the areas that 
you need to improve

• Spend the next year preparing for the actual 
ACT

• $20 fee for grading



Sign Up to Take the Pre-ACT

www.tinyurl.com/
CenPreACT

http://www.tinyurl.com/CenPreACT
http://www.tinyurl.com/CenPreACT


Recap of Important Dates
Juniors  After-School ACT Prep February 24th – March 27th 

   Full Practice ACT   Saturday, February 22nd 

   ACT Test     Tuesday, April 1st  

Sophomores Pre-ACT     Saturday, February 22nd 

Freshmen ACT Aspire    Tuesday, 1st – 2nd 



Mr. Hollabaugh’s
Goals for This Evening

What is the 
ACT?

Why does it 
matter?

To You, Your 
Family, Your 

Future
To Centennial

How can I 
prepare to do 

well?

Which 
resources 

exist?

Confidence 
on April 1st



Mrs. Luque’s Goals for This Evening

Getting Organized SchooLinks College Visits
Admission 

Representative 
Visits to CeHS

PSAT SAT vs ACT Subject Tests
The Holistic 
Approach

Teacher 
Recommendations

SAI: Student Aid 
Index

Summer Programs



Getting Organized

• E-mail address for your college search

• Electronic folder

• Paper file folder for land mail 
correspondence

• Create a college list of 10-15 schools that 
you are interested in researching

• Update your resume



SchooLinks Is Here! Parents Have Access!



A Powerful Tool for 
Students and Parents

✓ A modern college, career and 
military readiness platform.

✓ Learn more about your student’s 
career interests and what career 
pathways might be right for them.

✓ See which colleges and careers 
your student has favorited and set 
as goals.

✓ View local and national job market 
data statistics so you can have 
informed conversations with your 
student.

✓ Compare colleges, costs, and 
explore expected financial aid, 
scholarships, and out-of-pocket 
expenses



Parent Access to SchooLinks

Click Here for Instructions to 
Access SchooLinks

https://www.peoriaunified.org/cms/lib/AZ01924969/Centricity/Domain/607/SchooLinks%20Parent%20and%20Guardian%20Login%20Guide.pdf
https://www.peoriaunified.org/cms/lib/AZ01924969/Centricity/Domain/607/SchooLinks%20Parent%20and%20Guardian%20Login%20Guide.pdf


Determine Your Post Secondary Fit

VIBE

ACADEMICSFINANCIAL

PERFECT

FIT



The Value of College Visits

• Help determine if it’s the right place for 
you

• Connect with interesting and helpful 
people

• Show demonstrated interest

• See how you relate to campus and 
students

• Help answer why you want to attend

• Identify type/location of school

• Large, medium, small

• Private, public, liberal arts, etc.

• Urban, suburban, rural



Preparation is Key 

Do your homework

• Have background 
knowledge before visiting

• Website, publications, 
blogs, social media

• Prepare questions

1

Schedule your visit – 
no more than 2/day

• At least two weeks in 
advance

• Try to visit while in session

• Fall break and spring break

2

Know your Regional 
Admissions Rep

• Name

• E-mail

• This is who will first review 
your application

3



The Visit

Dress appropriately

• Only one first impression

• Wear comfortable shoes

• Plan for weather – umbrella, jacket

Be on time

• Plan for parking and traffic

• Anticipate an extra 10 minutes 
from parking to appointment



The Visit

• Be attentive and interact with those you meet

• Take pictures and notes

• The schools will begin to blur together

• Keep records on every visit

• Makes writing thank you notes easier

• Talk to students

• Tour guides are paid to help sell the 
school 

• Ask open ended questions

• Observe how students 
interact with one another

• Look at the 
student newspaper



What to do when I 
cannot visit campus 

• Virtual Tours – Unigo

• Chat with current students or 
admission reps online 

• Follow schools on social media 
platforms

• Attend College Fairs

• Attend local 
information sessions



Admissions Representatives Visits To Centennial

• Get to know our Career Center 
Specialist & your Counselor 

• Check the calendar regularly

• Let Counselors know you are 
interested

• Attend the visits

• Be prepared with questions

• Introduce yourself after the 
presentation

• Follow-up with a thank you e-mail or 
handwritten note



What is the
• Standardized test similar to the SAT

• Measures skills in three academic areas

• Improves Teaching and learning 

• Was Administered on campus  in October of 2024

• Great Prep for the SAT & ACT

• National Merit Scholarship Program

• Top 1% Top 10 % National Recognition 



Both Predict College 
Readiness

• Many universities accept both tests.

• Many students achieve different 
results on the SAT vs. the ACT

• Princeton Review and Kaplan offer 
“free” SAT tests

• Self-proctor your own practice
• Stick to time limits

• Focus on the one you score best

• ACT given to all PUSD 
juniors in April of 2023

• Free ACT Tests Available at ACT.org



SAT vs. ACT: 
When and 

How

Juniors 
should take 

their first 
test 

between 
November 
and March

• Register at 
collegeboard.org 
for the SAT

The SAT is 
not offered 

at 
Centennial, 

but…

• During the school 
day on campus

• Register for re-
takes at ACT.ORG

The ACT Is 
Free For 

Juniors on 
April 1st 



How Will Your 
University 
Treat the ACT?

• Discover if the 
University you want to 
attend is

• Test Neutral

• Test Aware 

• Test Preferred

• Test Blind



How do Universities Choose Students to 
Admit?





Continue to Pursue Opportunities for Growth

• It’s not only about grades!

•Pursue leadership.

•Stick with your sport or club.

•Continue studying your 
instrument.

•Stay committed to the 
organizations you are 
passionate about

•Get involved and volunteer.



Teacher/Counselor 
Recommendations

Not all colleges require teacher recommendations

• Common Application DOES / Highly selective college’s do as well

• ASU, and NAU DO, U of A DOES NOT

• Honors Colleges Do

Give Teachers/Counselors enough time to write 

• 3 weeks notice

Important to build strong relationships

Teacher/Counselor will write a recommendation based on 
interactions with the student

Complete Student Profile Sheet for Letters Of Recommendation

• Located on the website or in the office

• Take your time



SAI (Standard Aid Index)

• What is an SAI?

• The amount the federal government believes you 
can contribute to your child’s education

• Determines need-based federal student aid

• Do you know your SAI?

• If yes, great!

• If no, now is the time to determine 
what it is

• Financial advisor can provide this 
information 

• Contact HEFAR 602-396-7840

• Go  to https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/ 

https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/


www.
studentaid.gov/ 

aid-estimator

http://www.studentaid.gov/aid-estimator
http://www.studentaid.gov/aid-estimator
http://www.studentaid.gov/aid-estimator


Summer 
Programs

• Now is the time to start thinking about 
how to best utilize your time this 
coming summer:

• Participate in a summer program

• Work

• Get a job or internship

• Find an interesting summer camp

• Volunteer

• Travel

• Take a summer school class at a 
Community College

• Talk to seniors and ask them what they 
did this past summer



Questions
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